                                       
	PSYC 1550 Introduction to Psychology
(Northwest Nazarene University)
Syllabus
Instructor: Blake Gaudet e-mail: gaudet.blake@westada.org Phone: (208) 855-4075 ex 1104



1. Course Objectives: Welcome to the study of Psychology.  This class is an exploration of Psychology’s subfields including: Neuroscience, Reasoning, Cognition, Social Psychology, Development, and Disorders.  This 3 credit college course is a one semester long at NNU.  Because of the complexity of its material, MMACHS has allotted 2 semesters to complete the material to be sure you have the greatest chance of learning and experiencing success in the class.

2. Requirements:
	
	Reading:  YOU MUST READ and comprehend the text.  There is too much content to be covered in class alone.  It is expected that students will read the material as assigned.  You will be asked to read from other sources throughout the course.  These texts will be announced as the course progresses.  Due to the depth and complexity of this college course material, it is imperative that students read the textbook.  

	Assignments:  Students will be given a variety of critical thinking and writing assignments throughout the semester.  These will be explained in detail at the appropriate time.  Some of these will be completed in-class, others will require time outside of class. Some of the assignments will be done by the student alone, others will involve working in small groups.  All assignments will have a due date.  	
	
	Exams:  There will be a series of exams each semester.  The final exam will be comprehensive and given at the assigned time during finals week.  Material assigned in the readings, instruction delivered during class time via lectures, and from video presentation will be included on the exam.   

3. Composition Notebook:  Your notebook will be essential to your learning.  Bring it to every class session.
a. Reflection:  You will complete writing exercises and activities using your notebook.  I will be checking it for points periodically.  

b. Note-taking:  A good notebook will make a great study tool, as tests will be made primarily from the lectures and material in class, as well as material learned from your textbook.

c. Journal.  This is kept in your composition notebook. We will use multiple texts, including The Anatomy of Peace, as well as activities called PsychSims.  You must keep a working journal, for use with these resources, that may be handed in periodically for points.


4. Book Cover: Your Meyers 12e text MUST be covered at all times.  I reserve to right to deduct points from your grade if the text is not thoroughly protected.  The replacement cost for each new Meyers text is $160, The Anatomy of Peace $13 If any text is damaged, you will be fined for either partial or replacement cost of the text.  


5. Learning and Cooperation: The main class rule is the age-old Golden Rule: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”
a. Translation—Everyone is to be treated with Respect.
b. How does this apply to the everyday class routine?
i.	Come to class prepared to learn.  Bring with you to class everyday a pen or pencil, your    up-to-date notebook, and a good attitude!
ii. Stay on task.
iii. During class discussions, one person speaks at a time.  Listen to whoever has the floor-no side talk.
iv. Be a positive part of class, rather than a disruption.    
v. Manage your personal electronics appropriately.  Use them for learning - only. Remove earbuds unless you have been instructed to use them. I reserve the right to possess your device and/or listening devices when it is misused.  The first time you may have it at the end of the period.  Any violations following that, you’ll be requesting it back from Dr. Merrill

6. Behavior:  You are accountable for your behavior.  We strive for mutual respect in our classroom at all times.  In the event that mutual respect does not occur, we follow the behavior policies in your MMACHS Student Handbook.

7. [bookmark: _Hlk522527913]Attendance and participation:  Attendance at class sessions is considered critical for learning and understanding the course content.   Recording student attendance is an institutional policy.   Student attendance for this course will be recorded by having students participate in online assignments, viewing pages, watching assigned videos in their entirety, and through attending assigned classes. While it is understood that life is messy and can get in the way of school sometimes, it is expected that students will make every effort to attend scheduled classes, including arriving on time and remaining for the entire class session, and/or participating in the assigned activity.  Participation is more than showing up for the class. Please communicate with me if you’re struggling.  I am happy to work with you to ensure your success in my class.

8. Grades:  You will keep track of your own grade progress by monitoring Powerschool.  Grading:  A student’s grade is determined by the number of points he or she earns during the regular semester.  A guideline is outlined below:

The gradebook is weighted by the following category percentages
Classwork/Daily work – 50%
Tests/Quizzes – 30%
Final Exam – 20%

Sample Assignments:

1. Journal Reports (Unit 1 – Thinking Like a Psychologist): Students will identify the different elements of the scientific method and the process of experimentation in multiple peer reviewed journal articles that address psychological concepts.
2. Social Norm Violations (Unit 9 – Social Psychology): Students will conduct an experiment breaking a social norm (as approved by Mr. Gaudet), and write a 2-3 page reflection paper on their experience.
3. Friendship Across Lifespans (Unit 10 – Lifespan Development): Students will conduct interviews on the elements of friendship with individual in different stages of their lives and synthesize their findings in essay format.
			
Grading Scale   
100-90% = A
	89-80%  = B
	79-70% = C
	69-0%   = WIP (Work in Progress/NO CREDIT)
*Note: all work submitted to Schoology MUST BE SUBMITTED on its due date.

MISSING AND MAKE UP WORK:  Missing/late work will be accepted or refused at my discretion.  Following any unit test, all scores prior to the test will be permanent.



Texts:
	Myers, D. & DeWall, C. (2018). Psychology (12th ed), NY, NY:  Worth
	The Arbinger Institute. (2008). The Anatomy of Peace: Resolving the Heart of Conflict, SF CA: Barrett-Koehler


Concurrent Credit Completion is composed by completing both semesters of the MMACHS course, qualifying each student to receive three transcripted credits from Northwest Nazarene University.  The grade posted to NNU reports your percentage to the plus, minus scale: meaning: 95% = A, 91% = A-, etc. If you have fast forward funds available, they can be used to purchase credit from NNU. To find out more about PSYC 1550 and NNU, check out http://www.nnu.edu/courses/#Psychology


Statement on Artificial Intelligence: The use of generative artificial intelligence is prohibited without the expressed consent from Mr. Gaudet.

Common Curriculum Link: https://tinyurl.com/yc6cssnf

